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Patience and perseverance have been rewarded with one of the most significant developments in the history of the Austin Dam Memorial Park. Our main entrance road branching
off Rt. 872 at the park’s northern gateway has been stabilized. And now, there are plans on
the drawing board to make similar improvements to the southern entrance road between
the park and Austin Borough.
Many major elements had to come together in a short amount of time to make this
long-anticipated project a reality. With help from specialists at the Potter County
Conservation District, we designed road improvements to meet Pennsylvania’s Dirt,
Gravel and Low-Volume Road Maintenance Program specifications. This program
aims to eliminate stream pollution caused by
runoff and sediment and it affords protection
for the cherished Freeman Run that runs through the park.

Many Thanks!

Austin Borough was a critical
partner. Many businesses and
individuals donated time, labor,
services and/or materials, among
them: Pennsylvania Flagstone
(Kelly Crosby), Sunny Hill
Enterprises (Stewart and Tracie
Gordnier), Gaberseck Brothers
(Larry Gaberseck), Lou Karija,
Jerry Sasala, Tom Shaffer, Ray
Cope, Ron Ebbert, Conrad
Kritzberger, Jim Dynda and
Johnny Gordnier. Contractor
Glenn O. Hawbaker went above
and beyond the call of duty by
offering expert guidance and
other assistance, as did Fourness
Excavating, Hannon
Engineering, and surveyor Mike
Menard.

The northern access road now has a stronger base, sluice pipes for drainage, stonelined ditches and limestone surface. Our park also now has a handicapped-accessible
parking area with an accessible sidewalk to the ADA-compliant restroom. It was all
made possible through a $62,200 Pa. Dept. of Conservation and Natural Resources
grant; $50,000 in separate state funding through the Dirt/Gravel Road Program, and
$16,000 in cash and in-kind contributions from our organization.
We’re eager to turn our attention next to the southern access road. Through our partnership with Austin Borough and another $20,160 in funding from the Dirt/Gravel
Road Program, a portion of the cartway will receive drainage improvements and stone
base stabilization. This provides visitors with a close view of the Bayless Pulp and Paper Mill ruins and surroundings. Project area extends northward some 1,800 feet from
the paved area of Railroad Street in the borough. Potter County Conservation District
will again be assisting and ADMA’s share will be approximately $4,000 in cash or inkind contributions. We expect the road improvements to be completed in 2017.

Walls Come Down...
Timeless vocal harmonies echoed across the Freeman Run Valley as the Bel
Canto Choral Group gathered for a solemn performance of the poignant
“Jericho (Walls Come Down).” This select choir of the Blue Mountain Academy chose the damn
* ruins as the backdrop for its video production. The few
people who had the privilege of experiencing the performance were spellbound. Principal David Morgan has used the 1911 Austin Dam disaster as
part of the academy’s curriculum for several years.
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An eye toward the future
A system is now in place to assure that ADMA has a continual source of revenue to maintain and improve the
park. Our officers have worked out an arrangement with
the Community Foundation for the Twin Tiers to establish an endowment fund.

2016

♦

Volume 1

A sustainable funding
source is in place for the
Austin Dam Memorial
Assn. Interest drawn from
the CFTT account will help
cover park expenses and
the fund is convenient for
those who want to make
tax-deductible contributions. ADMA’s Alvie Fourness (front, far right) is
shown with other members
of CFTT Potter County
Advisory Board.

While the base investment grows through donations and
investments, the fund will continue to generate revenue
for the park. It also boosts our visibility and makes it easier for people to donate and qualify for a tax deduction.
Goal is to grow the fund to the point where its earnings
cover the park’s operating expenses. Olney Funeral Home of Ulysses was the first to donate to our fund with a
generous $500 check. E. O. Austin Historical Society, with which we work closely, has also established a fund
with CFTT. To donate to either of these funds or learn more, see the website twintierscf.org or call 570-8884759.

Picture this:
A special night at the park

Austin History and Pride Weekend added a new event last
year that proved to be an overwhelming success. ADMA
sponsored “Painting with Shelby,” a relaxed art instruction session and social time that ended with participants
taking home a 16 x 20 canvas they created at the park’s
pavilion. Jennifer Wilkinson organized the event. Among
participants were Hilary Cooney and daughter Karli, far
right. ADMA expects to sponsor another painting session
in the near future. Watch for details.

Austin Dam is ‘cover story’
Thousands of people will see the ruins of the Austin Dam through a
unique marketing tool.
For many years, the Local Edge
phone book publisher has provided
free advertising for the park in a book
that’s widely circulated across the region. It’s part of a trade arrangement,
whereby Local Edge can display its
banner at park events.
Now, Local Edge
is taking it a step
farther. As shown
here, a section of
the broken dam
will be on the
phone book’s
cover, along with
a front-page listing of our website. That’s sure to pique the interest
of many potential visitors.
Once they click onto the website,
we’re confident they’ll take an interest
in the park.
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How ‘bout these apples?
Work continues to establish a permanent community apple orchard at the Austin Dam Memorial Park, preserving a significant
part of the Freeman Run valley heritage. Alvie Fourness and
local apple tree expert Sean McKeone, owner of McKeone Orchard and Nursery, teamed with Dr. Jon Cawley, associate professor of environmental studies at Roanoke College in Salem,
Va., to launch the project.

Sean McKeone conducts a grafting workshop for Austin
Area School students. The Apple Tuck and Heritage Orchard is a significant addition to the Austin Dam Memorial
Park.

In 2013, 18 trees were planted, including six heritage trees donated by McKeone and 12 root stalks that have since been grafted
with stems and buds from other heritage trees. Included among
the trees being selected for grafting is one located near Smethport with ties to Native Americans dating to the
early 18th century; one taken from what’s purported to be the last known tree planted by the legendary “Johnny
Appleseed”; and one is connected to the Flower of Kent which grew in Sir Isaac Newton’s garden at Cambridge.
At one time, a community
apple orchard served the people of Austin. ADMA embraced the concept of replicating it at the park. “This
For many years, visitors to the Freeman Run Valley and
project seemed like a great
way to attract visitors, and at the same time educate passersby motoring on Pa. Rt. 872 have marveled at the
tall, broken concrete columns stretching across valley
them on an important part of our history,” said
floor. They’ve yearned for more information. ADMA has
Fourness. “We’ve concentrated on growing heirresponded with the opening of a Welcome Center/Gift
loom varieties that are 100 years or older. Most
Store that’s open during peak visiting hours. The center
commercial growers and producers want smooth,
provides free handouts and airs a running video about the
shiny, unblemished apples to sell, so most of the
flood of Sept. 30, 1911. Items for sale
older selections have fallen out of favor.” Jason
include history books, DVDs, TFourness, owner of Fourness Excavating, volunshirts, sweatshirts, engraved glass
mugs and glasses, post cards, phototeered his time to clear a trail leading to the orgraphs, cookbooks and others. Soft
chard, or “apple tuck,” as it’s formally called. Some
drinks and snacks are available and
signs have been posted and additional educational
cash donations are accepted. Volunpanels are being planned to give a brief history of
teers are on hand to answer questions
the tree species and summarize their significance.

Austin Dam Memorial Park:

You’re welcome here!

The organizers turned the grafting process into an
educational experience for some students at Austin
Area School. They see vast potential to educate
people on not only the scientific aspects of apple
growing, but also the historical roots of the heritage trees at the ADMA orchard. An accompanying
project that’s in the works is an apiary to support
pollination that’s now in the formative stages.

and direct visitors to other information sources and points of interests. Among the featured items is a
hoodie with a new
design. Details on gift items, including
online ordering options, can also be
found on the website, austindam.net.
Welcome Center/Gift Store hours are
Sat/Sun 12:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

Fishing at the park
Another Family Fishing Derby is scheduled for Saturday, May 14, 2016, at the Austin Dam Memorial Park. As shown
here, the event is especially popular with the younger set. Potter County Anglers Club has been a faithful partner with
ADMA in making the fishing derby a big success. Club members stock an ample number of pond-reared trout in Freeman Run—not just for the derby, but at other times—and help out in making sure the event runs smoothly. ADMA
each year also welcomes the start of trout-fishing season by serving free coffee and baked goods at the Nuschke Family Pavilion and opening the Welcome Center/Gift Shop. The park provides easy access to the stream, accommodating young and
not-so-young. We’re especially appreciative of those anglers who choose catch-and-release.
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What’s happenin’
One way to learn about the history of the dam and
the tragic flood is through books and videos offered for sale through ADMA. The authoritative
account is author Paul W. Heimel’s “1911: The
Austin Flood” (Knox Books, 2011). Professor/
historian Gale Largey’s video documentary, “The
Austin Disaster: 1911,” a picture/international headline coffee
table book by Mr. Largey, along with Marie Nuschke’s book
series on the flood and the history of the Freeman Run Valley
are also popular sellers. They’re available at our Welcome Center/Gift Shop and we’re arranging for direct online sales of all
of our merchandise through austindam.net.
Officers Elected. Austin Dam Memorial Assn. elected officers for the new membership year. The slate includes Tracie
Gordnier, president; Jennifer Wilkinson, vice president/
secretary; Rhonda Crosby, treasurer; and board members Alvie
Fourness, Ron Ebbert, Ray Cope and Lou Karija.

How can you help? A simple way is become member. Annual
cost is $10, individual; $20, family; $50, business; or $100 for a
lifetime individual membership. Members are encouraged to
participate in out monthly business meetings, held at 7 pm on
the last Tuesday at the E. O. Austin Home/Historical Museum.
Potter County Visitors Association will once again use the park
for this year’s Dam Show. It’s an eclectic and relaxing musical
experience scheduled for Aug. 26-27. Performers represent a
wide variety of genres. Details will be updated frequently on the
website, damshow.com.
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One of the unique features of the Austin Dam Memorial Park is that
it’s always open. It’s also available by reservation for a slew of activities and events. The park has been the setting for weddings, reunions,
picnics, group gatherings, and activities for equestrians, birdwatchers
and scout groups. See our website for details.
Austin History and Pride Days will return to the Freeman Run
Valley Sept. 24-25. Our park is one of the venues for this annual celebration of our special heritage. Thomas Lucas and the Potter County
Troubadour, Tom Martin, provided last year’s musical entertainment
during a barbecue held at the park. We’ll be cooking up plenty of
activities this year, too.
Tourists who are attracted through marketing by Potter County Visitors Assn., the Pennsylvania Wilds, the Pa. Route 6 Heritage Alliance
and other agencies have been visiting the park. Our student-created
mural is listed on the Pa. Route 6 Artisan Trail, which can be found
online at paroute6.com.
Each summer, a group of teenagers from the region fan out over
Potter County to perform outdoor work. The ADMA has been fortunate enough to utilize the Trailblazers for maintenance work at the
park. Thanks to the Potter County Probation Department for working with ADMA.

A tradition that’s older than the Austin Dam
Memorial Assn. continues for the May 2016May 2017 membership year. ADMA Treasurer
Rhonda Crosby has redesigned the popular
ADMA Birthday Calendar, with a different
picture for each month. It lists birthdays, anniversaries and other special occasions. Cost is
just $8.00 and proceeds will benefit the park.

‘Student power’ transforms park
Austin Area School and the Austin Dam Memorial Assn. continue
to partner for a national initiative that encourages hands-on, real
world education. “Project-based learning” involves everyone from
teachers and administrators to parents, local community organizations and businesses. Students learn about team-building, leadership and communication skills and practical accomplishments that
build the community or, in this case, the Austin Dam Memorial
Park. The results of their work have already transformed the park:
an art mural erected near the park pavilion; pictorial picnic tabletop projects filled with historical information; new trails and interpretive signs at multiple locations; and even an area dining guide
for tourists who visit the park.
That all took place in 2015 – and there’s more to come!
Several local businesses have donated money and materials. Students are raising funds with a popular Halloween Haunted Hayride
around the park and other activities. “This has been a great partnership,” said ADMA president Tracie Gordnier. “We can always
use help in telling our story and making a visit to the park a more
meaningful experience. At the same time, the students gain a better appreciation of our local history and the park itself.”

Tabletop displays tell the
story of the flood and the
development of the Freeman
Run valley. Kina Logue and
Connor VanWhy unveil a
large mosaic near the park
pavilion highlights elements
of local history. Signs crafted
by students identify points of
interest.

